ORDER OF WORSHIP
Epiphany Sunday, January 3, 2021
PRELUDE: Chorale Prelude on “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright”
John Finney, organ

Johann Pachelbel

WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP
Like the magi, we are travelers on a spiritual journey.
We come bearing gifts. We are starstruck.
We are filled with hope by this child of God.
HYMN: Brightest and Best
New Century Hymnal (black hymnal) #157

Morning Star

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O God of mercy, We have seen the glimmer of your star-light beckoning to us, but we have
turned away and followed other paths. We confess that we have not loved you in all of the ways
that you are known to us. We have not loved you in the faces of our neighbors, and we have not
fully loved ourselves. Forgive us, Holy One. Strengthen our faltering steps and guide us in your
holy way of peace. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
SUMMARY OF THE LAW
GLORIA
PASSING THE PEACE
HYMN: What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright
Hymns of Truth & Light (blue hymnal), #H-4

Puer nobis nascitur

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 2:1-12
SERMON: “The Gift of Holy Darkness”

Matt Wooster

ANTHEM: The Shepherds’ Farewell (from l’Enfance du Christ)
Chancel Choir (recorded on January 6, 2019)

Hector Berlioz

Thou must leave thy lowly dwelling, the humble crib, the stable bare,
Babe, all mortal babes excelling, content our earthly lot to share.
Loving father, loving mother, shelter thee with tender care!
Blessed Jesus, we implore thee with humble love and holy fear,
In the land that lies before thee, forget not us who linger here!
May the shepherd’s lowly calling ever to thy heart be dear!
Blest are ye beyond all measure, thou happy father, mother mild!
Guard ye well your heavenly treasure, the Prince of Peace, the Holy Child!
God go with you, God protect you, guide you safely through the wild!
SHARING OF CELEBRATIONS & CONCERNS
PASTORAL PRAYER
OUR LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.
Amen.
SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION
HYMN: As with Gladness Men of Old
Hymns of Truth & Light (blue hymnal), #168
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BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE: Chorale Prelude on “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright”
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