ORDER OF WORSHIP
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 19, 2021
Due to COVID precautions, we are asking everyone in the
congregation to remain masked and, for now, to enjoy listening
to the soloist sing the hymns and responses in joyful anticipation
of the day when we may once again sing together.

MEDITATION
Not only is Jesus himself said to honor and welcome a mere
child, but the saying in Mark 9:37 equates one’s welcome of
such a child with welcoming Jesus himself – and more, with
welcoming the God who sent him. The Gospel Lesson is far
from a saccharine scene in which Jesus cuddles sweet little
children . . . it is a powerful, even shocking, depiction of the
paradoxical values of Gods will and reign, which confront the
dominant values of human societies and assign worth and
importance to every person.
--Sharon H. Ringe
PRELUDE: Andante tranquillo (from Sonata No. 3)

Felix Mendelssohn
John Finney, organist
WELCOME & OPENING PRAYER

All who are able, please rise for the Call to Worship.

CALL TO WORSHIP
Liturgist: Anna Thomas
One: Draw near to God, and God will draw near to you.
All:
We gather to become more aware of God’s presence.
One: Behold the beauty of God.
All:
We gather to sing and make melody to our Creator.
One: Let us pray.
All:
O God, the whole creation looks to you for care.
We are the children of your creation, who need insight
and direction. Meet us here in this gathering that our
worship may restore us to you. Amen.
Please be seated.

HYMN: Jesus Loves Me!
Jesus Loves Me
Hymns of Truth & Light (blue hymnal), #103
Tina Anderson and several children will be signing (not singing) this
hymn in American Sign Language.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION & ASSURANCE OF PARDON
One: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us use our voices to declare
those things that have separated us from God and from
each other.
All:
God of Mercy: We confess that we have failed to live
as your beloved sons and daughters. We have set our
minds on the things of this world, neglected the
inheritance of love you bestow, pursued selfish aims,
and avoided responsibilities to our neighbors. Forgive
us, we pray, free us from our ways and strengthen us to
follow Jesus. Amen.
-- Silent confession –
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One: Hear the good news: God does not judge by
appearances or conditions but embraces with love such
that we are restored to health and wholeness. Thanks
be to God! In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Amen.
SUMMARY OF THE LAW
GLORIA
Music by Alice Jordan
Glory to God the Creator, and to the Christ, and to the Holy
Spirit: As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.
Amen.
All who are able, please rise for the Passing of the Peace.

PASSING OF THE PEACE
Please be seated.

LESSON

Lay Reader: Faith Holloway

The text from James addresses “the bitter envy and selfish
ambition” in a way that causes us to feel the real sting of it.
North American culture depends on active envy and ambition
as heavily as it depends on fossil fuels. Church can be one more
place where believers strive against one another.
-- Barbara Brown Taylor
James 4:1-3, NRSV
Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come
from? Do they not come from your cravings that are at war
within you? You want something and do not have it; so you
commit murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain;
so you engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have
because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because
you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your
pleasures.
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Mark’s audience would have heard the word “child” as
referring to someone like the servant who served meals to
everyone else in the household, in that both were seen as
without “honor” or high social standing. . . children and
servants were of equally low social status. --Sharon H. Ringe
Mark 9:33-37, NRSV
Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house
he asked them, “What were you arguing about on the way?”
But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one
another who was the greatest. He sat down, called the twelve,
and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all
and servant of all.” Then he took a little child and put it among
them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, “Whoever

welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever
welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”
Reader: For the Word of God in scripture,
among us, and within us.
People: Thanks be to God.
HOMILY: “A Counter-Cultural Activity”

Jill Edens

ANTHEM: Come, O Thou Traveler Unknown arr. Jason W. Krug
The Hills Bells: Susan Holm, Lucy O’Mara, Beth Ross,
Chris Stowell, Martha Stowell (Director), Libby Zobel
PRAYER CONCERNS & CELEBRATIONS
SILENT PRAYER
PASTORAL PRAYER
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OUR LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS – Harold Wilkinson for CSSB (see insert)
DEDICATION OF THE OFFERING
Holy God, you are our soil, our food, our water, our sun,
everything we need to grow. We offer our gifts to you, asking
for direction, as we work each day so that your reign of light
and justice becomes more and more of a reality in this world.
Amen.

Ar hyd y nos

HYMN: Go, My Children, with My Blessing
New Century Hymnal (black hymnal), #82
COMMISSION & BENEDICTION
Please remain seated during the Postlude.

POSTLUDE: Prelude in C major
Preacher:
Soloists:

attrib. J. S. Bach

Rev. Dr. Jill Edens
Laurie Stewart Otten, Shannon Lebrón,
Christian Figueroa, Stephen Lebrón
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Permission to podcast/stream music in this service obtained from
ONE LICENSE, License #A-737581.
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“Go, My Children, with My Blessing”
Words by Jaroslav J. Vajda
©1983 Concordia Publishing House, All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE
#A-737581. All rights reserved.
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